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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE
186 REMSEN STREET

,

BROOKLYN HEIGHTS NEW YORK 11201

•

TEL (212) 858-0800

BENJAMI N l. HOOKS
Executive Di rector

Statement by Benjamin L. Hooks ,
NAACP e xecutive director, at a
n e ws conference with the National
Urban League in New Yark on
Thursday , February 9 , 1984, to
announce the joint sponsorship of
a Swnmit Conference of National
Black Organizations on the Black
Family .

Last September , the NAACP announced that it would convene
a swnmit conference of black organizations to formulate plans
for preserving the strength of the black family.
The announcement was prompted by the NAACP 's growing concern
about the fundamental , structural changes occurring in the b lack
fam ily.

As the NAACP conceived this conference, leaders of

national black membe rship organi.z ations were to j'oin in planning
and designing program thrusts to help them work more effective ly
with families in local conununities to address basic social and
economic issues.

This working conference, The Black Family Swnmit,

would e xamine the forc e s working against the fami l y as well as
the traditional coping stretegies that have enabled black families
to survive.
Subs eq uently, we deemed it appropriate to work jointly with
the National Urban Leagu e in planning this summit as cosponsors .
The Urban League, as many of you are aware, has been wrestling
with this problem for a number of years .

Thus, we fe lt that o ur
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sister organization could serve most effectively with us in
organizing such a conference .
An even more important reason, of course, involves the nature
of our hi stor ical missi ons.

As we h ave explained more fully in

a joint statement, both organizations determined fr om their
incept ions that it would be best to divide the struggle for the
uplifting of blacks into area s of civil rights activism and social
welfare .

The NAACP , which was founded a few months before the

Urban League , concentrated its strength in the former area of
act i vity while the League devoted its resources to the social
fie l d.
Working in t andem, both organizations at var ious times jointly
participated in activities such as the development of crucial
civil rights strategies a nd voter reg i strat i o n programs when there
was a need.

We face such a need today .

The chal lenge of preserving the strength of t he black family
is enormou s .

Consequently , John and I, after discussions b e t wee n

ourselve s and among our staffs, thought it essential that the
NAACP and the Urban League pool our resources · i n organizing the
Black Family Summit .
The Black Family

~ununit

will be h eld at Fisk University in

Nashville , Tenn. , from May 3 to 5 .

We have extended invitations

to major memb ership organizations including churches and fraternal
groups , to participate.
We plan to d eve lop strategies , act ion programs and interorganizational ne tworks and linkages to impl ement the results of
the summit.
For our part, we note t hat the NAACP has been an organization
of advocacy since its incepti o n.

It has been and is , involved
~ t

...

•

..
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in a ll issues that concern the black family.
The NAACP is unique for its utilization of the courts for
revolutionizing principles of law to protect basic freedoms and
winning constitutiona l

interpretations that now recognize all

citizens as entitled to equal protection under the law .
The NAACP is unique for its use of lobbying techniques that
have won passage of civi l rights laws to protect the constitutional
rights of a ll citizens .
It is un ique for its utilization of legal , political and
moral persuasion in chang ing soc ial mores and customs of thi s
land so that black people can ride in any par t of the bus they
wan t, can drink at water fountains, can sit

in any part of theatres

and publ i c places without fea r of be i ng a rrested or phys i cally
abused because of t h eir race .
The NAACP is also unique in its structure .

With it s 400,000

members a nd 1, 800 chapters h eaded by volunteers in eve r y state
of the Union, the NAACP has the troops to mobilize for pol itical
action on the local , state and national

l evels.

These are but a few of the a ttr ibute s that the NAACP will
be utilizing in its struggle to preserve the strengths of the
black fam ily and to confront

the cris i s that threatens the survival

of black Americans.
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